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The work of placing hose streams in operation from ladders is an important part of the fire fighting job. The 
article on page 4 of this issue contains suggestions which should make this work safer and easier. 


Operating Hose Streams from Ladders 


Also in this issue—Display of Popular Designs in Ladder Trucks - Aerials - 


Quads - Cab Jobs—Christmas Fire Hazards—“Faith in Our Fire Department” 
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PROTECTING A 
$50,000,000 INVESTMENT 


The 1939 Golden Gate Exposition in San Francisco, representing an investment of 
$50,000,000 in public buildings and other construction, presented a serious and complex 
problem in fire protection. After thorough consideration of methods available for meeting 
the fire hazard, officials of the Exposition, in consultation with representatives of the in- 
surance underwriters, awarded the contract for fire protection signaling systems to A.D.T. 

In determining on A.D.T. protection, the Fair officials were influenced by the per- 
formance records of A.D.T. protection at other important expositions held in recent 
years, including “A Century of Progress” at Chicago, the Texas Centennial Exposition at 
Dallas, the San Diego Exposition, and the Great Lakes Exposition at Cleveland, all of which 
were protected by A.D.T. At none of these expositions did any fire result in more than 
trivial loss. The New York World’s Fair 1939 also has selected A.D.T. Protection Systems. 


@ “Treasure Island? site of San Francisco’s 
1939 Golden Gate Exposition, as it will 
appear when completed. The elaborate model 
here shown is built on a scale of 150 feet to 


the inch and is iccurate in every detail. 


\.D.T. Automatic Fire Detecting and Reporting Sys- 
tems (for sprinklered and unsprinklered properties) 
similar to those used in these important Expositions, 
and by many of the country’s leading commercial 


and industrial concerns, are also available in your 


community, with direct, private-wire connection to 
fire headquarters. Write A.D.T., 155 Sixth Avenue, 
New York, for booklets describing these services. 


Controlled Companies of AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


155 Sixth Avenue, New York, N. ¥. Central Station Offices in all Principal Cities. 


‘ AGAINST FIRE-BURGLARY- HOLDUP 


A NATION-WIDE ORGANIZATION 
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HORATIO BOND 


RE you ready for winter? Most 

departments get their apparatus 
ready for winter, as discussed in VOLUN- 
TEER FIREMEN last month, but many per- 
sons do not realize that each individual 
volunteer fireman must also give con- 
siderable thought to being personally 
ready to respond to alarms both day 
and night during the cold weather. 
The average citizen is used to having 
plenty of time to bundle up before 
going outside on a frosty morning. If 
a pair of gloves or overshoes have been 
misplaced there is time to hunt for 
them. This is not true of the volunteer 
fireman when an alarm sounds. He 
knows from experience what a shock 
it is to his system to rush out into the 
biting winds before he has had time to 
tightly button his coat, 

That too many volunteer fire depart- 
ments fail to give enough thought to 
providing proper winter fire clothing 
for their members is evidenced by look- 
ing over the costumes worn by an 
average group of volunteer firemen at 
a night fire. Hardly any two men have 
the same type of costume. Some wear 
dungarees and some wear trousers, some 
wear rubber boots and some do not, 
and there is always a great variety of 
coats, sweaters and other outer 
clothing. Few men arrive dressed as 
firemen ready to go to work. Before 
the hose can be handled the average 
volunteer must go to the apparatus to 
get his coat, boots and fire hat and 
possibly hunt for a pair of mittens. If 
time does not permit this he must take 
the chance of getting an icy bath. 

This winter would be a good time 
for many departments to check-up as 
to whether their men are properly 
clothed for fire duty when they turn 
out on a night alarm. Each fireman 
should have a fire coat to be kept at 
home or in his car in addition to the 
fire coats carried on the apparatus. In 
addition every active fireman should 
have a regulation fire department 
waterproof “night hitch” or turnout 
Suit at his home. Such clothing not 
only enables a man to work much 
more comfortably in the wet and cold 
but it enables him to dress almost 
instantly and thus greatly speeds up 
response to night alarms. 


Managing Editor 


Volunteer 


Firemen 
BQ 


Copyright, 1938, National Fire Protection As- 
sociation, a voluntary non-profit organization. 
60 Batterymarch Street, Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 


Franklin H. Wentworth Managing Director 
Percy Bugbee Assistant Managing Director 
Robert S. Moulton Technical Secretary 
DeWayne E. Nolting Fire Record Department 


Volume 5 Number 12 


Please notify us promptly 
of any change of address 


CONTENTS 
for December 1938 


Operating Hose Streams from Ladders 
Proper methods of carrying hose up 
ladders and securing line make job 
safer and easier. Page 4 
Display of New Ladder Trucks 

New trucks show longer ladders on 
shorter wheelbases, quadruple com- 
binations and drivers’ cabs. Page 6 
Christmas Fire Hazards 


Crowded stores and flammable decora- 
tions increase seasonal fire danger. 
Page 8 


Candidate for Honors 


Inventor of “doughnut roll.” Page 8 


“Faith in Our Fire Department” 
An essay. Page 8 


DEPARTMENTS 
Problem question for December. 
Page 5 


Pyrene Prize Letter Contest. Page 10 


~THE VOLUNTEER FIREMAN 


Warren Y. Kimball Associate Editor 


UST so that you will not forget, 
J you had better mark on your de- 
partment calendar for next year the 
two days of August 17th and 18th, 
1939, at the New York World’s Fair. 
On those days the New York State 
Firemen’s Association plans the great- 
est firemen’s parade and tournament 
ever held. President John J. McCon- 
nell, head of the New York State As- 
sociation, is going to invite each of 
the 12,600 volunteer fire departments of 
the United States and Canada to at- 
tend and compete in the various 
events. The competitions are to fol- 
low a two-day convention of the New 
York group. President Roosevelt as 
a member of the Hyde Park, New 
York, Volunteer Fire Department, will 
be asked to open the convention. 
Committees are now at work planning 
the full details for the tournament 
which will be staged on August 17th. 
The following day there will be a 
huge parade featuring both the latest 
types of fire apparatus and early 
hand drawn and horse drawn equip- 
ment. As the parade and tournament 
are to be held in connection with the 
1939 World’s Fair it is believed that 
all firemen attending the Fair will 
want to come with their own depart- 
ment and be there for the great fire- 
men’s program. 


AST month seven departments with 

153 men joined the Volunteer Fire- 

men’s Section for the first time. In 

addition 38 fire departments with 800 

men renewed membership. The total 

membership for the Section is now 598 

departments and 13,352 firemen. The 

following departments are newly en- 

rolled: 

El Centro Fire Department, El] Centro, 
California. 

Escalon Fire Department, Escalon, Cal- 
ifornia. 

Danbury Fire Department, Danbury, 
Connecticut. 

McPherson Fire Department, McPher- 
son, Kansas. 

Sayville Fire 
New York. 

Walbridge Fire Department, Walbridge, 
Ohio. . 

Eberle Fire Brigade, Eberle Tanning 
Company, Westfield, Pennsylvania. 


Department, Sayville, 
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Operating Hose Streams from Ladders 


The Job of Placing Hose Streams in Position to Play from 
Ladders May Be Made Easy Work With a Little Training 


HEN stairways and halls are made 

impassable by flames and smoke, 
hose streams operated from ladders are 
the usual means of attacking fires in 
the upper floors of buildings. Getting a 
heavy line of hose up a ladder is not 
easy unless men are trained in a good 
method of doing the job. If the ladder 
is overloaded by crowding on too many 
men, a serious accident may result. 
However, with the line properly car- 
ried and properly secured not over 
two or three men are needed on a lad- 
der at one time. 

Before a line is taken over a ladder 
the ladder must be properly placed at 
a safe angle and must be securely 
“dogged” or tied in. If the ladder is 
placed in too straight an angle and not 
properly secured, the back pressure 
from the hose stream may force it 
away from the building. 

To carry a line up a ladder the men 
are spaced on the line about 25 feet 
apart. The pipeman slides the nozzle 
ever his shoulder and climbs the lad- 
der. Some drillmasters prefer to always 
have the hose carried up ladders on 
the men’s right shoulders. However, if 
the hose happens to approach the lad- 


Acknowledgment is made of helpful sugges- 
tions made by Assistant Chief Henry Had- 
dock, Drillmaster, Lynn, Massachusetts ; 
Chief J. Ray Pence, Stillwater, Oklahoma; 
Harry K. Rogers, Chief Engineer, Fire Pre- 
vention Department, Western Actuarial Bu- 
reau; Captain H. ’. Backman, Secretary, 
Massachusetts Fire Department Instructors’ 
Association, Waltham, Massachusetts; Profes- 
sor Robert B. Criswell, Fire Service Instructor, 
University of Maryland; Chief G. Frank 
Williams, Texas Firemen’s Training School; 
Deputy Chief Horace Hutchins, Fire Depart- 
ment, Somerville, Massachusetts. 





der from the left the general practice is 
to have the entire crew carry the hose 
on their left shoulders. It is important 
for good teamwork that the entire crew 
keep the hose at the same side. If 
available, there should be a ground man 
at the foot of the ladder to assist with 
the line. 

There are several good methods of 
carrying hose up a ladder. Most drill- 
masters Stress the safety of their men 
as the most important factor in any 
hose or ladder evolution, and recom- 
mend that the hose shouid be kept off 
the ladder as shown in figures 1 and 
2 below. This is done to eliminate 
any interference with footwork and to 
minimize the danger of having men 
forced off the ladder should the line be 
charged too soon. In climbing the lad- 
der, the other hosemen follow about 








Evolutions drawn by Lieutenant R. W. McBrien, Fire Depa 


ment, Lynn, Massachusetts 


ten feet apart behind the pipeman. 
The hose is supported either by plac- 
ing a loop of hose over the shoulder or 
by using a rope tool supported from 
the shoulder. 

However, because considerable weight 
is taken from the hose load where 
the hose is supported by the ladder, 
many departments continue to use 
methods 3 or 4 as shown below. Also 
on some of the newer aerial ladders 
the high side trusses make a side hose 
carry less practical. With method 3 
the hose is supported by a loop over 
the shoulder to eliminate any chance 
of the men being forced off by a pre- 
maturely charged line. However, pro- 
ponents for method 4, which has been 
widely used for many years, argue that 
in practice the hosemen will hear and 
feel the water coming in time to pull 
themselves firmly against the ladder 
and control the charged hose. 

When the pipeman reaches the point 
of operation he takes a leg hold. With 
both hands free, he then passes the 
nozzle over the first rung of the lad- 
Ger above the window sill and secures 
it. At least a foot of hose extends in- 
side beyond the rung. 








Above are shown several methods in popular use of carrying hose up a ladder. Methods 1 and 2 show hose carried 
at the side of the ladder to eliminate interference with footwork. Methods 3 and 4 show the hose supported on the ladder. 
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Methods of securing hose lines operated 


HERE are several satisfactory meth- 

ods of securing the hose to the 
ladder and several types of hose rope 
or hose chain tools may be used. In 
deciding the exact method to use the 
points to be considered are the ease 
and simplicity of the method chosen; 
also whether the hose is safely se- 
cured; and whether the stream can be 
easily operated in every direction by 
cne or two men. Care should be taken 
not to tie the hose so tightly as to 
hinder the flow of water. 

The illustration above shows several 
methods of securing hose to a ladder 
so as to play through a window. The 
first method may utilize either a rope 
or chain hose tool. This method is 
to be recommended because of its sim- 
plicity and because while the line is 
well secured to the ladder, the nozzle 
end may be directed with ease in any 
direction. The rope tool should pass 
behind the rung to prevent the hose 
from pulling away from the ladder. 

A second method of securing the line 
employs nothing more than a piece of 
rope having a loop or ring in one end. 
The rope secures the hose to the de- 
sired ladder rung and after being 
passed through the loop is held to 
the rung by three half hitches. This 
tie is easy to make but a line secured 
in this fashion is not as easy to con- 
trol from outside of the window. 

The third method shown gives max- 
imum security by keeping the hose 























from ladders and several rope hose tools used for this work are shown above. 


under perfect control and is well rec- 
ommended. However, it may be a lit- 
tle more difficult to make this tie at a 
fire. Either a hose rope or chain may 
be used in making this tie. 

After the pipeman has taken a leg 
hold and secured the hose at the point 
of operation, the second man takes a 
leg hold at the middle of the ladder. 
After the pipeman has sufficient hose 
the slack hose is let down on the lad- 
der and the second man fastens the 
hose at the middle of the ladder with 
a hose rope. The ground man also se- 
cures the hose to the ladder and the 
line is then ready to be charged. When 
the hose is not going above the second 
floor level, the second man acts as 
groundman and feeds the hose up the 
ladder as needed. He then ties the hose 
to the ladder about four feet above the 
ground. 


A Problem Question 
FOR DECEMBER 


Suggested for discussion at company 
and department meetings this month 
85 
Can one 500 gallon per minute 
pumper supply a stream through 

one mile of 24-inch hose? 


Watch for the answer in the 
next issue of VOLUNTEER FIRE- 
MEN. 


The answer to the problem 
question for November will be 
found on this page. 


Where the line has been properly 
secured there is never any need to dan- 
gerously overload the ladder to con- 
trol the hose. Two men on the ladder 
should be enough to operate the stream 
although on long ladders a third man 
may assist at a point half way up. 
Usually the company officer takes a 
position immediately below the pipe- 
man. Where the smoke is heavy the 
pipeman is relieved as often as neces- 
sary. It should be remembered that 
a stream operating from a ladder is in 
a temporary position. The line should 
be advanced inside the window as 
soon as the fire is driven back enough 
to permit this. 


ROBABLY one of the most com- 

mon mistakes made in operating 
streams from ladders is to use too high 
pressures. High pressures make lines 
rigid and difficult to direct. Nozzle 
pressures as low as 30 pounds per 
square inch will give streams sufficient 
force to have an effective reach in 
most cases. If the pipeman finds the 
pressure too great for easy or safe 
operation, the nozzle should be partly 
closed. If there appears to be danger 
of the line getting out of control the 
nozzle should be closed until the line 
is again secured. When the flow of 
water stops, the back pressure which 
makes the line hard to control is eli- 
minated. Of course the nozzle should 
always be opened and shut gradually. 
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Display of Popular Designs in Ladder|Tr 


Cabs for Safety Are Appearing on Many of the New Models— 
Longer Aerials Are Being Supplied on Shortened Wheel Bases 








100-foot all steel aeriafier with fi 
American LaFrance and Foamit@stries, In 


City service truck with enclosed ladder compartment 
Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. 





" 85-foot aerial deliv New Yc 
s, Clinton 


Quadruple combination service truck and pumper with floodlight equipment. 
Buffalo Fire Appliance Corporation, Buffalo, New York, Four Wheel Drive Auto Cc 









Quadruple combination service truck and pumper with floodlight equipment. City service ladder truck Widlights ¢ 
Mack-International Motor Truck Corp., Long Island City, New York. Maxim Motor Company#kboro, M 





Rates 








100-foot steel aerial with cab for crew. 65-foot duralMtial lade 
Seagrave Corporation, Columbus, Ohio. Walter Motor Truck Comp wood, 


This display of selected illustrations of new ladder equipment was chosen from among those of manufactHitost of w 
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Trucks - Aerials - Quads - Cab Jobs 


Many New Ladder Trucks Are Equipped as Quadruple Combinations 
Carrying Ladders, Pumps, Hose and Other Fire Fighting Equipment 












Oe 





Ber with five man cab. Quadruple combination service truck and pumper. 
tries, Inc., Elmira, New York. Boyer Fire Apparatus Company, Logansport, Indiana. 






»New York City. 
', Clintonville, Wisconsin. 


Streamlined quadruple service truck and pumper 
General Fire Truck Corporation, Detroit, Michigan. 





Werdlights and drivers’ cab. 


Quadruple combination with 65-foot metal aerial. 
yetboro, Massachusetts. 


Peter Pirsch & Sons Company, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 









al 


Ps 







al ladder. 
kewood, L. I, New York. 


Quadruple combination service truck and pumper. 
; Ward LaFrance Truck Corporation, Elmira, New York. 
c'est of which furnish a complete line of fire apparatus. Please mention VOLUNTEER FIREMEN when writing them. 
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Christmas Fire Hazards 


Crowded Stores and Combustible Decorations 


Increase the Dangers of the Holiday Season 


VERY season of the year brings 

some special job or responsibility to 
the fire department. In the spring there 
is the community clean-up campaign; in 
the summer there is the 4th of July 
fireworks problem in the United States 
and Dominion Day in Canada; in the 
autumn there is the Fire Prevention 
Week campaign; but as winter comes 
along firemen everywhere will be do- 
ing all they can to make Christmas 
and New Year’s the traditionally happy 
holiday season that it should be. For 
the firemen this means a greater rée- 
sponsibility than the mere exchange of 
gifts and greetings. The firemen must 
see that no tragedy shall mar the 
holiday season in their own com- 
munity. 

Fortunately, after many years of ef- 
fort, the public has been largely edu- 
cated against the extremely dangerous 
practice, formerly common, of using 
candles to illuminate Christmas trees. 
Candles continue to be widely used, 
however, for general holiday illumina- 
tion and great care should be taken 
in their use. Also defective electrical 
wiring for Christmas tree lights causes 
many fires each year. All holiday elec- 
trical displays should be maintained in 
a safe condition. 

Almost every Christmas there are 
several fatal accidents due to cot- 
ton trimmed holiday costumes becom- 
ing ignited. Cotton trimmings, whether 
as the whiskers on a local Santa Claus 
or aS artificial snow around the base 
of a tree, are very dangerous and such 
decorations should not be used unless 
well fireproofed. A solution of borax and 
boric acid is satisfactory for fireproofing. 
Impregnation to the extent of 10 per 
cent of the weight of the material or 
fabric to be protected is the minimum 
recommended. 

Another responsibility of the fire 
department is to see that the crowds 
which pack into the store buildings dur- 
ing the last minute Christmas shop- 
ping rush are protected against the 
danger of fire and panic. These crowds 
usually consist chiefly of women and 
children, and fire departments must 
insist that mercantile establishments 
are kept safe from fire. Packing ma- 
terials and other forms of rubbish 
which accumulate so rapidly during the 
business rush season must be promptly 


disposed of. Exits and aisles must be 
kept uncbstructed and exits must be 
properly marked. Just before’ the 
Christmas rush is an important time to 
check up and see that all private first 
aid fire equipment in stores and any 
other places of public assembly is in 
operating condition. 

There is one other serious holiday 
fire hazard which firemen will not want 
to overlook. Elaborate decorations and 
festoons are an important feature of 
most parties and celebrations held 
during the holiday season in clubs, 
dance halls and other public places. 
A number of terrible fire tragedies have 
occurred where small fires have flashed 
across a hall filled with combustible 
decorations. In the larger cities the 
fire department and fire marshals’ in- 
spectors enforce rules calling for fire 
proofing of combustible decorations. 
However, the hazard may be even 
greater in suburban and rural com- 
munities. For example barn dance and 
country club managers should be cau- 
tioned by vclunteer firemen regarding 
the great danger of combustible decora- 
tions which have not been fireproofed. 
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Candidate for 
Honors 


In the November issue of VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN we stated, “If the fireman who 
first rolled a section of hose into the 
shape of a doughnut could be found, 
someone ought to pin a medal on him.” 

We promptly received a nomination 
for the honor in a letter from Raymond 
Goudreau, Secretary of the Fire De- 
partment of Mason City, Iowa. Secre- 
tary Goudreau writes: “I sure got a 
kick out of the article on page 8 of 
the November issue of VOLUNTEER FIRE- 
MEN. I believe I can lay my hand on 
your man. Chief Daniel H. Shire, when 
a Captain of Hose Co. 3, Davenport 
Fire Department, Davenport, Iow2;, 
used the doughnut roll for a plug sec- 
tion as far back as January 1916. He 
also used it at the Rock Island Arsenal, 
and when he took charge of the Mason 
City Fire Department in December 
1927, the first thing he did was to 
place the doughnut roll for plug sec- 
tion here, and we have used it ever 
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since. It sure is an easy operation t 
make a plug with the doughnut roll. 

Well, from the above testimonial w 
certainly think that Chief Shire de- 
serves the thanks of the fire fightin; 
profession for early advancing the 
“doughnut roll” idea. Unless some other 
reader can present a prior claim we are 
glad to corcede to Chief Shire the 
credit for the first application of the 
“doughnut roll” to the job of taking a 
hydrant. 


4a tn tn te hr 
“Faith in Our 
Fire Department” 


HIEF C. L. Hall of the Greenville, 
California, Fire Department (mem- 
ber N. F. P. A.) gives a “very satisfacto- 
ry and encouraging” report of the first 
Fire Prevention Week program at- 
tempted by his department. He writes, 
“Our schedule included a house to 
nouse canvass distributing N. F. P. A. 
literature, offering to inspect chimneys 
and wiring, and opening conversations 
on flammable liquid storage, rubbish 
collections, common household hazards, 
etc. 

“In the schools questionnaires were 
distributed and prizes awarded for the 
best essay on ‘What I would do in case 
of fire at home’ and ‘What I would do 
in case of fire at school.’ Most of these 
were very good and reflected good 
training on the part of school instruc- 
tors. The names of the winners were 
printed in the local newspaper. 

“I am enclosing an essay that brought 
a good laugh from everybody and I 
believe it would provide a good laugh 
for all our readers if printed in VoLun- 
TEER FIREMEN.” 


Chief Hall encloses the following 
brief essay which he has entitled, 
“Faith in Our Fire Department,” and 
which was written by an 8th grade 
Student in the Greenville High School: 

“If the fire bell would rang at school 
while we were having class, I would get 
up and not get excited. I would close 
the windows to keep the fire from get- 
ting any draft. After closing the win- 
dows I would march out to the place 
to where the class was supposed to go 
and stand and watch the school burn 
down.” 

In further commenting upon the suc- 
cess of their fire prevention program. 
Chief Hall states, “Being a member of 
the N. F. P. A. is the sole reason for 
cur success during fire preventio: 
week as well as in all other branch¢ 
of fire prevention. We would not b¢ 
without your help.” 
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NEW CATALOGUES 


This department is for the convenience of 
readers who wish to be advised of new prod- 
ucts or services in the fire field. When writ- 
ing for catalogues -please mention 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN, 


Aluminum Ladder Company, Taren- 
tum, Pa. 16 page catalogue describing 
complete line of aluminum ladders. 


American District Telegraph Com- 
pany, 155 6th Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Two color, 30 pp., illustrated booklet, 
“Backing Up the Sprinkler.” Describes 
sprinkler supervisory service. 


Bi-Lateral Fire Hose Company, 20 
North Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois. 


40 page, two color booklet, “How to 
Judge Fire Hose.” 

Federal Electric Co., 8717 South 
State St., Chicago, Ill. Bulletin No. 55. 


Details of Federal sirens. 


The Fyr-Fyter Co. Dayton, Ohio. 
Four page, two color bulletin describ- 
ing 40 gallon “Instant” anti-freeze ex- 
tinguisher for mounting on a truck or 
trailer. 


Gamewell Co., Newton Upper Falls, 
Mass. Illustrated bulletin entitled, “De- 
layed Alarms,” showing serious fires 
which may result from delays in send- 
ing alarms, 


Gar Wood Industries, Inc., 
Morrison Division, Detroit, 
Bulletin W 5 A describing 
derricks and cranes, 4 pages. 


Mead 
Michigan. 
winches, 


Harris Bros. Manufacturing Co., 
Dayton, Ohio. Bulletin describing the 
Grether Electric Searchlight, Fire De- 
partment Hand Type. 


D. B. Smith & Co. Utica, N. Y. 
Bulletins, “Famous Indians of Yester- 
day and Today” and “Red Fury,” fea- 
turing Indian Fire Pumps. 


Speedway Manufacturing Company, 
1834 South 52nd Ave., Cicero, Ill. Two 
color illustrated folder describing speed- 
way light weight electric drill and 
grinder kit. 


Walter Kidde & Company, Inc., 
Bloomfield, N. J. 4 page bulletin, 
“Kidde Water and Anti-Freeze Ex- 
tinguishers Save Recharging Dollars.” 


Waterous Company, St. Paul, Minn. 
44 page, two color bulletin describing 
Waterous Heavy Duty Rotary Pumps.” 


Don’t You WishY our 
Ladders Were Just 
HALF as Heavy? 


¢ In aluminum, the wonder metal, 
ladders can have greater strength 
than wood truss ladders with half 
the weight. This is an important 
safety factor. 


© Ladders of aluminum are fireproof, 
not affected by heat or cold, will not 
warp or rust and require no paint- 
ing or finishing. 


*® Available in all sizes and cost no 
more than the wood truss type. 


You should have information about 
aluminum ladders whether you plan 
to buy ladders now or later. Write 
us and we'll send full specifications. 


Catalogue upon request. 


ALUMINUM LADDER COMPANY 


Third & Wood Streets 





TARENTUM PENNSYLVANIA 
The ladder shown is the first thirty-five Can be purchased in Canada from 
foot aluminum extension ladder ever built. LaFrance Fire Engine & Foamite, Ltd., 
It is still in service with the New Kensing- 195 Weston Road, Toronto, Ontario. 


ton, Pa., Fire Department. 


Membership in the N.F.P.A. 
for Your Company or Department 


Membership with unusual advantages is available to fire companies and 
fire departments through the Volunteer Firemen’s Section of the National 
Fire Protection Association. Here’s the simple plan: 


Your company or department applies for regular membership in the 
N. F. P. A. and pays the minimum $10 annual dues. When the application is 
accepted, the company or department begins to receive at headquarters the 
monthly bulletins and publications sent regularly to all members of the Asso- 
ciation. Also comes a 100-page Quarterly Magazine (four times during the 
membership year), a volume of annual Proceedings (over 400 pages), a Direc- 
tory of members, and an Index to printed publications. You thus build up a 
nice fire library. Membership also places at the disposal of the company or 
department the Information Service of the Association which from its volum- 
inous files answers special inquiries from members free. 


Membership Plan Includes VOLUNTEER FIREMEN for Your Company or Department 
The publications and services enumeratec above are what regular N.F.P. A. | 


members get for their $10 annual dues. The 
Volunteer Firemen’s Section provides that in addition you get VOLUNTEER | 
FIREMEN magazine for the men in your company or department. (The $10 | 
minimum dues allows you to enroll up to 20 men to receive the magazine: 50c | 
per year extra for each man in excess of 20 enrolled.) VOLUNTEER 7 | 
is mailed to each man’s home address. 


USE THIS COUPON FOR SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP PLAN 
If your company or department is now a member, 
company or department which might like to enjoy the benefits of this plan. 
National Fire Protection Association, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass.: 
Please send me a membership application blank. I am interested in your 


special 
membership plan for our company or department. 


(Chief, Sec’y, Capt., ete.) 


Name of Company or Department 


| Address 


Volunteer Firemen for December 1938 


: | 
pass this coupon to some other 


special membership plan of the | 
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Federal Vertical Siren 
Listed by Underwriters’ 
Laboratories, Inc. 

e Five different sizes to meet vary- 
ing requirements. Also code sirens 
for special signals. Sound distributed 
in all directions from one mile to 
five miles. A vertical siren in your 
community would save lives—prop- 
erty — time. Rugged construction. 
Absolutely weatherproof. Built for 
many uses. Our bulletin No. 55 has 
complete description—ASK FOR 

IT TODAY! 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 


8717 SOUTH STATE ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 


THE INSTANT 


(LOADED-STREAM) TYPE 
The ultimate in fire protection 
equipment — for use in winter 
months (as well as summer) and 
which both fire departments and 
private industry are recognizing as 
the last word in chemical fire 
extineishment, 




































































QUICK, 
DEPENDABLE 
co 


OPERATES 
EFFECTUALLY 
IN ANY 
TEMPERATURE 


ar 


“UNCANNY” 
IN ITS 
ACTION 

UPON FIRE 


DEALERS WANTED 
If you are interested in adding to 
your income by spare time work or | 
in building a permanent business 
for yourself without investment in 
stock, fixtures, etc., write for our 
new Dealer’s Plan to 


FYR-FYTER COMPANY 


Dept. 20-36 DAYTON, OHIO | 
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Bring Home $10.00 Easy Money 


Pyrene Prize Letter Contest Pays for Stories of 


Good Work Done by Firemen With Extinguishers 


HERE is a whale of a lot of per- 

sonal satisfaction in having made a 
good stop with a hand fire extinguisher. 
You know that you have killed a bad 
fire without any fuss or water damage 
and usually the public is surprised to 
see the good work a hand extinguisher 
will do. No persons are in a better 
position to judge the effectiveness of 
approved fire extinguishers than the 
fellows who use them. That is why in the 
Pyrene Prize Letter Contest firemen 
win cash prizes for telling of actual 
cases where extinguishers saved a life 
or made a good stop. If you know of a 
fire where good work was_ done 
with an extinguisher just tell the facts 
in your own way. The contest is 
sponsored jointly by the Pyrene Manu- 
facturing Company of Newark, N. J., 
and VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. 


FIRST PRIZE—$10.00 
C. NorMaN ZEEK, 
Second Assistant Chief, 


Jefferson Township Fire Department, 
Milton, N. J. 


Carried Extinguisher in Car 


“Stopping at a friend’s house I no- 
ticed dense smoke coming from the 
cellar. I knew by the smoke that it 
was an oil fire. Having known that a 
new hot water oil burner had just been 
installed and also the location of the 
burner, I decided that it must have 
caught fire. Since my own car caught 
fire five years ago I have carried a 
l-quart carbon tetrachloride’ extin- 
guisher in my car. I got the extin- 
guisher, located the base of the fire, 
emptied about half of the extinguisher 
on the stove and it completely smoth- 
ered the flames. I then took the garden 
hose and put out the fire that had just 
started on the floor beams. If I had 
used the garden hose first it would 
probably have spread the oil fire and 
caused more damage. Except for burnt 
marks on the floor beams there was 
no damage done.” 


SECOND PRIZE—$3.00 
Cuan THOmpsoN, Chief, 


Volunteer Fire Department, Rosalia, 
Washington 


He Did Not Lose His Head! 


“A few years ago, while engaged in 
the garage business, there was another 
mechanic who worked on motorcycles 
in another part of the shop. One after- 
noon, his cries of, ‘Chan! I’m on fire!’ 
came from his part of the shop. ‘Get 
the extinguisher,’ he shouted, and I 
dashed to his assistance. He was not 


excited and did not lose his head. As 
I started toward him he walked slowly 
to meet me and I played the carbon 
tetrachloride on him, extinguishing the 
fire. When the fire was out, he said 
it was caused by spilling gasoline on 
his clothing. After attempting to wipe 
it off with rags he had opened the 
stove and thrown the rags into the 
flames. When he had kicked the door 
shut his clothes ignited and he became 
enveloped in a mass of flames. Due to 
the quick action of the extinguisher, he 
is today a well known aviator in 
Spokane, Washington.” 


THIRD PRIZE—$2.00 
R. C. Hottoway, Fire Marshal, 
Volunteer Fire Dept., Itasca, Texas 


Saved $10,000 Home 


“On September 30, 1938, we had a 
call to the home of a Mr. Sidney Files. 
When we arrived on the scene smoke 
was boiling out of the kitchen. We 
carry two 5-gallon calcium chloride 
extinguishers, It happened that Mrs. 
Files had pressed a dress as she was 
going out of town. There was a built- 
in ironing board and she went away 
leaving the iron on it. The iron ignited 
the cloth and board. A negro cook next 
door noticed smoke and turned in the 
alarm. We took one 5-gallon calcium 
chloride pump type extinguisher and 
used only two gallons and one quart of 
liquid to extinguish the fire which was 
burning up the wall and ceiling.” 


HONORABLE MENTION 


N. W. Autry, Chief, Fire Department, 
Snyder, Texas. 

P. G. Conpron, Captain, Fire De- 
partment, Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

Frank May, Community Fire Com- 
pany, Inc., Linthicum Heights, Md. 

W. B. Ropcers, Cantain, Falls Village 
Volunteer Fire Department, Falls Vil- 
lage, Connecticut. 


CONTEST RULES 


1. Contestants in the Pyrene Prize Letter 
Contest must be members of their local fire 
department, 

2. Letters are to describe actual experi- 
ences where an approved fire extinguisher of 
any make has saved lives or property. 

8. Trade names may be used but will be 
deleted in publication. Publishers reserve the 
right to edit winning letters to permit 
publication. 

4. Each contestant automatically vouches 
for the truth of the facts presented from 
his own or others’ experience. 

5. Only one letter may be submitted each 
month. 

6. Letters must be legibly written in ink 
or typewritten on white paper, one side 
only. Preference will be given to letters 
not over 250 words in length. 

7. Letters received after the 8th of the 
month will be judged in following month's 
competition. 

8. Monthly prizes in cash will be: Ist 
$10.00; 2nd, $3.00; and 3rd, $2.00. 

9. Address contest letters to Pyrene Pri 
Letter Contest, National Fire Protectior 
Association, 60 Batterymarch St., Bostor 
Mass. 
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GAMEWELL FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS 


| 


— Protect Earnings — 


Earnings depend upon production. Fire interrupts the continuity of business and is re- 
flected in the loss of uninsurable values far greater than the replaceable physical values 
destroyed. De/ays in discovery and announcement — the principal causes of large Fire 
Losses—are minimized by Gamewell Fire Alarm Systems. 


The Vitaguard Fire Alarm System in addition to facilities for manual operation em- 
braces also the automatic fire detecting feature which discovers Fire in its incipi- 
ency and automatically announces the location. For the smaller communi- 
ties Vitaguard affords ideal public fire alarm protection with con- 
venient facilities for extending the protection to the 
interior of private properties and institutions. 


ue AUTOMATIC FIRE DETECTOR 
AUTOMATIC FIRE DETECTOR " SPRINK-LA-STAT 
TYPE SF-4 | 


VITAGUARD FIRE ALARM BOX Vy TACUARD VITAGUARD FIRE ALARM BOX 
CLOSED CENTRAL CONTROL OPEN 
UNIT pane 


TYPICAL USERS OF ee en TYPICAL USERS OF | 
GAMEWELL Simplicity, flexibility, rugged- GAMEWELL 
ALARM SYSTEMS ness, and reliability are domi- | ALARM SYSTEMS 


Bell ae on nant characteristics of the General Motors Corporation 
properties 


City, County and State Institutions Vitaguard Fire Alarm System. Sclsantme te 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe RR.Co. ae ‘ icati Nemour Co. 
Boston & Maine RR. Co. Catlog upon application. sahara tenet alainaa 


| Eastman Kodak Co. 
Bush Terminal Company | Ford Motor Co. 
Chicago, Northwestern RR. Co. 


| Ingersoll-Rand Co. 
Erie RR. Co. THE | sconaoesiiliondd Harvester Co. 
Hudson & Manhattan RR. Co. National Carbon Co. 
New York Central RR. Co. New Amsterdam Gas Co. 
Pennsylvania RR. Co. GAMEWELL Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. 
Union Pacific RR. Co. Pullman Car & Mfg. Co. 
General Electric Co. Remington Arms Co. 
Westinghouse Electric G Mfg. Co. NY John A. Roeblings Sons Co. 
American Steel & Wire Co Singer Sewing Machine Co. 
Bethlehem Steel Co. 


Electric Storage Battery Co. 
Carnegie Steel Co. 


° fe . | Standard Oil Co. 
Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. Specialists In Public Safety RCA-Victor Talking Machine Co. 
U. S. Government—66 properties 


Zenith Furnace Co. 
American Smelting & Refining Co. NEWTON UPPER FALLS sale 
rmour O. unicipalities 
MASSACHUSETTS 
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